Application No. 10/064,958 

Amendments of January 24, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of December 28, 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 


Please replace the entirely redacted specification with the substitute specification, 
a clean copy of which follows beginning on a separate page: 


BACKGROWJD OF THE I>JVENTION 

1. Fi e ld of tho Inv e ntion 

Th e pr e s e nt invention r e lat e s g e n e rally to articl e t e l e scopic lifting and transport d e vio e s. Mor e particularly, 
th e inv e ntion conc e rns a dolly lilco apporotUG which is sp e cially d e sign e d for us e in tolescopio lifting and 
transporting hot wat e r h e at e rs into attics, 

2. Discuflgion of th e Prior Art 

Article tol e scopio lifting and transport d e vic es such a s two wh ee led transport dolli e s ar e well loiovm in the 
art. How e v e r, such d e vices ar e not well suit e d for t e l e scopic lifting and transporting articles such as hot 
water heat e r s into attics. In this r e gard, because of th e weight of the hot wat e r h e at e r s and th e ir location of 
installation, tolescopio lifting of th e hot w^at e r hooters for repair or replac e m e nt i s oft e n cumb e rsom e , 
difficult, and unsaf e . For exanpl e , both comm e rcial and r e sid e ntial wat e r h e at e rs ore heavy, diffioult to grip 
and exhibit a t e nd e ncy to fall on workman whil e lifting into attic. Th e r e for e , as a general rul e , moving and 
installation of such hot water h e at e rs is a two - p e rson or mor e op e ration so that tho hot w^ater heaters can be 
lift e d and at the same time safely balanced. In th e cose of a hot wat e r h e at e r b e caus e of its w e ight and th e 
location, it is oft e n n e c e ssary to attach a pull e y to cross raft e rs with q rop e to pull or loww tho hot wat e r 
h e at e r into plao e . This is in e fficient, diffioult and unsafe; 

Th e thrust of th e pr e s e nt inv e ntion i s to ov e rcom e th e prior art difficulti e s of handling hot wat e r heat e rs by 
providing a specially design e d, e asy to us e article toloscopio transport dolly which can be used by one 
p e rson to saf e ly and e asily lift and transport of such hot wat e r h e at e rs to attio location. The improved dolly 
includ e s s trat e gically position e d, vertically adjustabl e t e lescopic lifting firim e and a cooperating article 
s tabilizing m e ans which permits th e hot wat e r heaters to b e lift e d with minimum effort while they are being 
maintained in a stabl e ori e ntation on tho dolly. Both th e tel e soopio hfting fram e and th e stabilizing moans 
are adjustabl e so that upon moving th e lifting plat e of tho opparatus into o downward operating position, tho 
dolly can b e used in a traditional mann e r such as a conventional tw^o whcolod dolly. Wh e n th e telescopic 
lifting frame, tho stabilizing means and th e lifting plate ar e in their rotractod position, th e dolly assumes a 
low profile oonfigurotion for easy s torage and transport. 

A numb e r of lifting d e vices have b ee n sugg e st e d in th e past for limited lifting and transporting devices. 
On e such devico is disclos e d in U.S. Pat. No. 5,35 8 ,217 issued to DacL This pat e nt d es crib e s a four 
wh e eled dolly for lifting lawn and gard e n tractors by which can bo lifted by a hydraulic jack imit. 

Another som e what similar prior art lift and rotate dovic e is disclosed U.S. Pat. No. 5,839, 8 76 i s su e d to 
McCarthy and Bacella. Th e McCarthy and Baoella d e vice compris e s a 4 wh ee led dolly having a lift and 
rotat e ass e mbly. 

Still anoth e r hand dolly for vortical lifting and transporting small loads is described in U.S. Pat. No. 
5,1 14,1 18 i s su e d to Sohrad e r. This apparatus includ e s o 1 wheolod whcolod movabl e fram e and a fium e 
d es ign e d to lift and tronsport light loads. 

There ore no transporting and telesoopio dovioes for lifting of hot wat e r heaters from floor to ottio. A lack 
of fimctionally of many of the prior art lifting and transport d e vic e s is that th e devices t e nd to b e of very 
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